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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Brian Roffe on 9-7-05. 

Claims 27 and 60-66 are canceled. 

Claim 26 has been amended as follows: 
26. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling output of a classification 
algorithm which classifies an occupant of a seat in a vehicle, comprising: 

initially classifying the occupant and outputting a current classification; 

subsequently periodically re-classifying the occupant; and 

enabling a change in the classification of the occupant upon satisfying pre- 
determined criteria; and 

resetting the classification by classifying the occupant and outputting the 
classification, upon detection of a condition selected from a group consisting of motion 
of the vehicle and absence of motion of the vehicle, 

the step of enabling a change in the classification of the occupant comprising: 

determining a substantially consecutive period of time that the re-classification of 
the occupant is the same as the current classification; 
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detecting a change in classification and then determining a substantially 
consecutive period of time that the re-classification of the occupant is the changed 
classification; and 

when the period of time in which the classification is the changed classification is 
greater than the period of time when the classification is the output classification, or 
greater than a predetermined time period, outputting the changed classification. 

In claim 28, line 1 "27" was changed to - 26 

In claim 55, line 1 "claim 55" was changed to - claim 54 --. 

In claim 57, line 1 " : 11 was deleted. 

New claim 67 is added as follows: 

67. (New) A method for controlling output of a classification algorithm which 
classifies an occupant of a seat in a vehicle, comprising: 

initially classifying the occupant and outputting a current classification; 
subsequently periodically re-classifying the occupant; and 
enabling a change in the classification of the occupant upon satisfying pre- 
determined criteria; and 
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resetting the classification by classifying the occupant and outputting the 
classification, upon detection of a condition selected from a group consisting of an 
empty seat, opening of a door, ignition of the vehicle, motion of the vehicle and absence 
of motion of the vehicle, 

the step of enabling a change in the classification of the occupant comprising: 

determining a substantially consecutive period of time that the re-classifi cation of 
the occupant is the same as the current classification; 

detecting a change in classification and then determining a substantially 
consecutive period of time that the re-classification of the occupant is the changed 
classification; and 

when the period of time in which the classification is the changed classification is 
greater than the period of time when the classification is the output classification, 
outputting the changed classification. 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fesser and Takafuji disclose vehicle safety systems. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brent A Swarthout whose telephone number is 571 - 
272-2979. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:30 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass, can be reached on 571-272-2981 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://Dair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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